II.   EXCAVATIONS
During the year 1986-87, excavations were conducted at the following sites :
1.    Bavikonda, Visakhapatnain District,
2.    Nelakondapalli, Khammam District.
3.    Kondayyavalasa, Visakhapatnam District.
4.    Chitrangi palace, Rajahmundry, East Godavari District.
5.    Submergeable area under Jurala Project Site,    Mahaboobnagar   District,
1.   Bavikonda, A Buddhist Site, Visakhapatnam District.
The excavations at Bavikonda have been continued for the fifth field season in 1986-87 by the
Department. As already known, the site is located on the ancient trade route connecting Andhradesa and
Kalinga, along which numerous Buddhist sites are situated. A passable road that links the national high-
way on the west and the Visakhapatnam - Bhimili beach road on the east passes through a rugged terrain
touching the Bavikonda hill about 4 kms. from Madhuravada, on the national high-way and about 3 kms.
from Timmapuram, on the beach road.
The eastern ghat hill range which borders the Visakhapatnam district on the west has ofishoota
ejecting into the sea as bold promontories. Prominent among these in the immediate neighbourhood of
Visakhapatnam city are the Dolphin's nose and the Rishikonda, The Buddhist site is situated on a lovr
lying spur of the Rishikonda locally known as Bavikonda, The hill ranges of Visakhapatnam represent
a geosyncline of sediments with intrusions of granitic magma which suffered high grade regional meta-
morphosis. These are formed of the rocks of kondalite and charnockite series. The former makes up the
Bavikonda spur.
About 15 per cent of the area of the district is occupied by alluvial soils and an equal extent by coastal
alluvial soils. The former soils are found in the deltaic areas. The coastal alluvial soil constitute
the belt along the sea-coast, the present area of Timraapuram. There are no rivers worth the name
in the district. The rivers Sarada, Varaha, Gosthani, Champavati, Thandava, Sarugudugadda^
Meghadrigadda and many other small streams are mostly seasonal. Seasonal runnels rising in Rishikonda
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